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On Tuesday, August 14, 1945 President Truman announced that the Japanese had 
surrendered from WWII. People celebrated everywhere. Whistles rang and 
firecrackers went off in all cities in America. 

Even in the town of Durand, the whistles were rung at the Canning Factory. A 
parade was seen by members of the community. Everyone was excited. 

But there were members from the surrounding area who went to fight and were 
not given a chance to join in the celebrations. They were the men who gave up 
their lives for our country, and they should be remembered. 

Pfc. Alvin Backen of Rt. 4 Menomonie, WI and a graduate of Durand High School, 
class of 1944, was killed June 6, 1945. He was fighting against the Japanese after 
they bombed Pearl Harbor. He was the son of Arthur L. Backen who was residing 
in Downsville when it occurred. Bracken attended Danville school before 
attending Durand. He entered the service on July 26 1944. After entering the 
service he was trained in the tank corps at Fort Knox, Ky. Alvin was overseas 5 
months and then transferred to the infantry. Alvin was born September 28, 1925 
and besides his parents, he leaves a brother Ervin and a sister, Alice. 

 
 

While being transferred on a Japanese vessel, Lieut. William 
Strese Jr. was killed December 15, 1944. He entered the service 
November 25, 1940, where he was trained at Sykeston, Mo and 
San Angelo Texas, where he received his wings. Strese was 27 
years old when he died. He was in the Philippine during the Jap 
invasion, leaving on a flying bomber when his death occurred. 
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Strese. A Memorial service 
was held for him on July 30th at 8:00 am. Services were held at 

St. Mary's Church in Durand WI, where he attended church throughout his life. 

 



 

Serg. Paul Lampman, gunner on a B-17 bomber with the U.S. Air force died in 
March of 1944, while fighting for the U.S. in WWII. He was on his 
17th mission when the crash occurred. Paul was born at 
Arkansaw WI, where he attended school. After graduating from 
Arkansaw High School, he attended NYA school in Eau Claire. 
Then after graduating he went to the air corps in September of 
1942. He then went overseas to England in October of 1943. He 
will always be remembered. 

 
 

All these men gave up their lives for their country while fighting in WWII. There 
were many other soldiers who fought for the U.S. that gave up their lives and they 
will always be remembered for the dedication to our country. 

Thank you for visiting our web page. We hope you have learned more about WWII 
and the soldiers who fought in it. This page was created on May 20, 1999. We 
used the 1945 Courier Wedge newspaper as a source for information. This is Jenni 
and Casey signing off. 

 


